has been achieved with varying success for ileostomies made with a Koch pouch but not for colostomies. Permanent ileostomies, and to a proportionally lesser extent colostomies also, are becoming increasingly rare following increased expertise in sphincter saving operations, mucosal proctectomy and the success of the J-and W-ileoanal pouches. The number of permanent colostomies, particularly among older patients, is still substantial in each general surgeon's practice. To Table 2 .
Some of our patients developed a sensation of fullness when they had a plug in place and were able to predict when they needed to attach a bag prior to a colostomy faecal passage. Some of them had an accident between removing a plug and attaching a bag. 
